BMAA proposal for the de-regulation of single seat microlight aircraft

1) The BMAA propose that consideration be given to relaxing the formal airworthiness regulation of simple, low energy, single seat microlights to encourage the development of safe and cost effective new aircraft and provide a lower cost entry route into sport aviation.  One of the key reasons for submitting this proposal is that the present regulatory cost burden has resulted in no single seat microlights currently being manufactured in the UK.  The outline of our proposal is that the following be considered:

2) A self-regulated microlight is any heavier-than-air powered aircraft, excluding rotorcraft, that:

a) Is fitted with a single seat.

b) Has a maximum empty weight not exceeding 100kg.

c) Has a maximum empty weight wing loading not exceeding 10kg/m2.

d) Has maximum noise emissions not exceeding those for existing microlight aircraft.

e) Is registered on the UK Aircraft Register.

f) Operates under an ANO Exemption, rather than a Permit to Fly, in a similar way to Foot Launched Powered Aircraft.  This Exemption shall specify that the aircraft:

i) Shall be flown by a pilot holding a licence entitling him to act as pilot in command of a microlight aircraft in the UK, who carries full responsibility for the airworthiness of his aircraft.

ii) Shall be bound by the same operating limitations that are included in the current regulated microlight Permit to Fly
3) To ensure that such a class of microlight aircraft is effectively and safely managed, we propose that the BMAA put in place procedures to assist in ensuring that an adequate level of airworthiness is maintained.  The BMAA have considered taking on delegated airworthiness responsibility for operating such a fleet, but the extent of liability exposure, and hence insurance cost, is beyond our means.  To limit our liability, we propose that the pilot/owner(s) of such a microlight be made legally responsible for all aspects of the safety of the aircraft, including design airworthiness.  This concept is not new; it operates effectively for similar machines in the USA, France, New Zealand and Australia. 

4) To manage such a system in the UK, we propose that a new owner(s) (or constructor(s) of a one-off machine) sign a declaration of responsibility for airworthiness and that it be mandatory that this declaration is signed by the new owner(s) on transfer of registration.  We further propose that the BMAA act as intermediaries in the registration/change of owner(s) process to ensure compliance with the self-certification requirement, in a similar way to that adopted for microlight pilot licence issue.  The BMAA Terms of Approval shall be amended to include the procedure by which records of self-declaration are maintained and processed.  We have prepared a set of draft airworthiness guidelines to ensure that adequate information is available to allow an informed decision to be made by the owner/builder(s).  Furthermore, the BMAA already has a network of approved inspectors, plus well-qualified technical officers and an associated technical team that could provide advice and counselling as required.  The role of the BMAA within this airworthiness regime would be of providing advice only and managing the administrative activity.  No formal inspection function would be undertaken, other than perhaps an initial confirmation that the aircraft fell within the definition. 

5) Attached is a bullet point guide to the benefits of de-regulation (annex A) and also a revised set of amended draft guidelines that we have created to help inform potential constructors.  We would also intend to provide further guidance in the form of advice from our technical team and inspectors, although this would be strictly as advisers or counsellors, using a similar model to that used by the US Experimental Aircraft Association.
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Annex A to BMAA de-regulation proposal, November 2003

Benefits of de-regulating light weight, single seat microlights

· Provision of a lower cost means of allowing microlight development, enabling greater innovation into light sport aviation.

· Provide a lower cost route into flying for those who cannot afford to purchase the current, somewhat expensive, range of 2 seat microlights (it is no longer economically viable to test and approve a single seat design, so none are currently available in the UK).
· Attract younger people into aviation by the reduction in cost, to the benefit of both sport, and perhaps future commercial, aviation interests.

· To provide a means for the continued development of competition microlighting, a sport at which the British Team excels at present, but which is threatened by more rapid technical development in other competing nations.
· To reduce the level of regulatory activity that the CAA has to apply, in line with general Government guidelines on reducing regulatory control.

· To allow UK microlight manufacturers to develop new products much more economically and rapidly, so increasing their ability to compete in the world marketplace.

· 
· To increase the level of technical awareness amongst de-regulated microlight aviators, so providing both an educational role and a source of future inspectors/advisers to the BMAA and other aviation bodies.
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