Self-regulation of Single Seat Microlights - Frequently Asked Questions


Although work on the self-regulation of single seat microlights is still in the early stages, many questions are being raised as to how it may operate.  This document is intended to address those questions as best we can during this preliminary stage, more definitive answers will be published as we progress towards the final self-regulation agreement.

What is a self-regulated microlight?

We have agree the following definition with the CAA for all self-regulated microlights which is:

Single seat, maximum weight 300kg (or 330kg if amphibious or fitted with floats), maximum empty weight 100kg, maximum wing loading of 10kg/m2 based on empty weight.

Will I need a licence?

Yes, a normal microlight licence (now the NPPL with a microlight rating) will be required.

Will a self-regulated microlight need to be registered?

Yes, it will have to be registered with the CAA  just as any other UK microlight, and display registration marks in accordance with the Air Navigation Order.  It is being proposed that registration should be processed through the BMAA, and that a declaration by the owner of compliance with the self-regulation requirements will be a pre-requisite of the registration process.  This self-declaration will be required of every subsequent owner who applies for registration.

Will a self-regulated microlight need a Permit to Fly?

No, the responsibility for airworthiness will rest solely with the pilot and no one else.

Will there be any restrictions in the use of a self-regulated microlight?

Only those that presently apply to all microlights.  The operating restrictions that form part of the Permit to Fly for microlights at the present time will apply to all de-regulated single seat microlights and will probably be enshrined in an Exemption to the Air Navigation Order (ANO).

How will self-regulated microlights be managed?

The principle of self-regulation is that the owner/pilot shall be entirely responsible for the airworthiness of his/her aircraft with no mandatory external control.  The association will expect and encourage all single seat microlight owners to follow its airworthiness guidelines.  No formal permit to fly or other airworthiness paperwork will be required.

When can I buy and fly one?

As soon as (and if) agreement is reached with the CAA over the way in which the self-regulation of single seat microlights will be managed.  It is anticipated that this could be around the middle of 2003, subject to the need to amend the Air Navigation Order, if necessary.

Can I convert my two seat microlight into a single seat self-regulated one?

Provided that the second seat was permanently removed, and that the aircraft complied with the full definition of a single seat microlight, then yes, this should be possible.  Converting it back to a two seat microlight might well be more difficult, as full compliance with BCAR Section S would need to be demonstrated.

Can I design and build my own single seat microlight, without being burdened by complex paperwork?

Yes.  The whole concept of self-regulation is to encourage safe innovation and development of new microlight technology.  A set of airworthiness guidelines will be available to assist designers and builders that, although not mandatory, should be considered carefully during the design and manufacture of a new aircraft.

Can I import a single seat microlight?

Yes, subject to it complying with the UK self-regulated microlight definition.  You are strongly advised to check that it is safe and meets, or can be modified to meet, the association’s guidelines on airworthiness before purchase.

Will I be able to build from commercially available plans or a kit?

Yes.  The same advice as that given above would apply.

If I decide to build from plans or a kit, will I have to have stage inspections?

No, but you would be well advised to ask an inspector, the BMAA technical office or other technically competent person to check anything you were uncertain about during the build process.

How do I go about designing and building a self-regulated microlight?

First off you will need to be sure that you know enough about aircraft design and construction, including safety, structures, performance and handling.  Although the airworthiness guidelines are voluntary, you would be foolish to ignore their content and early discussions with technical staff or an inspector would be wise.  How you go about the design and build process is entirely up to you, but your finished aircraft should be subject to a very careful self-inspection (preferably with oversight from another person) and some careful test flying undertaken initially.  You should ensure that the finished aircraft complies with all of the requirements of the self-regulated definition, including compliance with the noise limits.  Before you will be able to register the aircraft, you will be required to sign a declaration of full compliance with the self-regulation exemption, which will place all responsibility for airworthiness with you. 

As an inspector, will I be held responsible for the airworthiness of any self-regulated microlight that I am asked to look at?

No.  The role of an inspector (or other individual with technical expertise) is to advise and report to the owner only.  Airworthiness responsibility remains wholly with the pilot of the aircraft.

What if I choose to ignore the airworthiness guidelines?

Nothing, until such time as a question is raised over the airworthiness of your aircraft.  This may be as the result of an accident, or perhaps a complaint from a member of the public, whereupon you will be held personally liable for the consequences of any airworthiness failing found.  Clearly if you ignored the requirement to comply with the noise limit, for example, then you would be breaking the law in the same way as if you failed to comply with the restrictions imposed on microlights flying in reduced visibility or over congested areas.  The association will strongly encourage every self-regulated microlight owner to behave responsibly and comply fully with the airworthiness guidance it provides, but will also be obliged to carefully investigate any complaints received.

